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By: Malcolm A. Kline  
There is an obvious teachable moment in the 
Supreme Court case which tests the constitutionality 
of the Obama Administration’s health care program 
but most law professors will probably miss it.

There is an obvious teachable moment in the Supreme Court case which tests the constitutionality of the Obama 
Administration’s health care program but most law professors will probably miss it. “The Supreme Court will 
hear six hours of argument over three days, the longest in 47 years,” of cases heard by the highest court in the 

land, Randy Barnett of the Georgetown University Law Center pointed out at the Cato Institute on Friday, March 
23, 2012. “That alone proves it’s not a constitutionally frivolous case, which 99 percent of my law professor colleagues 
have been saying.”

While Barnett may have been using that number for effect, it is difficult to find law professors not echoing that theme. 
“The government has no answer, either in press conferences or in court, as to what the limits are on the law,” Barnett 
averred at the libertarian think tank.

Barnett disclosed that he is representing the National Federation of Independent Businesses (NFIB) in the suit. He 
argues that the law is unprecedented, unlimited, unnecessary and dangerous.

“The argument that health care is different [from other forms of economic activity the government may choose to 
regulate] won’t matter in the future since the precedent has been set,” Barnett maintains. Conversely, Barnett notes, 
“The government concedes that if the mandate goes, the regulations go.”  That would include the one forcing Catholic 
institutions to provide contraception, sterilization and abortifacients.

“The so-called mandate is really a shared-responsibility payment, which sounds kind of Ronald Reagany,” Elizabeth 
Wydra of the Constitutional Action Center (CAC) insists. The CAC is “a think tank, law firm, and action center 
dedicated to fulfilling the progressive promise of the U. S. Constitution’s text and history,” according to Wydra’s bio.

Wydra also served as “a supervising attorney and teaching fellow at the Georgetown University Law Center appellate 
litigation clinic,” her bio shows. Had she stayed with that gig, she could have worked with Georgetown’s most famous 
law student (at least currently)—Sandra Fluke.
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Dear Reader,

Next month, I give a presentation at the American Association of 
University Professors (AAUP) annual convention. It should be interesting. It 
seems that we have been in continual conflict with the AAUP for the entire 
quarter century of our existence. Perhaps conflict was inevitable. They are the 
establishment. We are not. 

In fact, I wound up writing a special report for the Capital Research Center 
(CRC) on the AAUP in 2005, which is now available on our web site—www.
academia.org. Back then, I combed their records on academic freedom and 
could not find more than a half-dozen conservatives the AAUP had assisted out 
of the hundreds of cases it had undertaken in its 90-year history. 

Roger Bowen, then the general secretary of the AAUP, did not appreciate 
my attention one bit. Bowen has since exited that job. That report, published 
seven years ago, is available as a download on our web site. Since that time, I’ve 
developed surprisingly amicable relations with a tri of AAUP officials including: 

•	 John K. Wilson of the Illinois AAUP;

•	 Cary Nelson, president of the AAUP; and 

•	 Robert F. O’Neil. 

All of these gentlemen have responded graciously to my inquiries, indeed, 
more than Bowen ever did. That they have done so is even more remarkable, 
given that all are more identifiably men of the Left than Bowen ever was. Yet, 
here is an interesting distinction: Wilson, Nelson and O’Neil are working 
professors while Bowen was a bureaucrat, specifically president of the State 
University of New York at New Paltz. Therein lay an interesting conundrum: 
The age-old dichotomy between administrators and faculty may be sharper 
than it has been in decades. 

We’ll let you know what happens because, it’s our job. It’s a task we do 
for you that we could not do without you. Thank you for all of your support.A monthly newsletter published by  

Accuracy in Academia. 

Editor:  Malcolm A. Kline
Contributing Editor: Deborah 
Lambert
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By Malcolm A. Kline

Wydra claims that she is representing 500 state legislators 
in the Supreme Court health care case.

“In 2004, Barnett appeared before the U. S. Supreme Court 
to argue the medical cannabis case of Gonzalez v. Raich,” 
his bio reads. “After Raich, Congress has unprecedented 
powers,” Barnett said at Cato. “Nevertheless, the court 
did not give Congress the power to demand that people 
grow marijuana,” he noted, bringing it all back home to 
the health care debate currently before the court.

Additionally, he predicted, fairly accurately, that “The 
tax power argument that entrances my law professor 
colleagues will not be an issue. The Supreme Court has 
ruled that a tax must be used to raise revenue.”

“The fees charged in Obamacare are what the Court 
considers penalties.”

Malcolm A. Kline is the Executive Director of Accuracy in 
Academia. 

If you would like to comment on this article, e-mail mal.
kline@academia.org.

Law School Letdown
After decades of steady growth, the legal profession is 
finding that it too is not recession-proof. “The number of 
law school admission tests administered this year declined 
by 16.2 percent, the largest drop in more than a decade, 
the Law School Admission Council reported,” Katherine 
Mangan writes in The Chronicle of Higher Education. 
“The numbers reflect widespread pessimism about the 
value of a legal education today as education debts soar 
and job prospects remain dim.”

“The decline, from 155,050 tests in 2010-11 to 129,925 
this year, follows the previous year’s 9.6-percent fall.” Iron-
ically, frustrated job seekers are putting to use the post-
graduate skills they learned, by suing their alma maters.

“The drop comes at a difficult time for the nation’s law 
schools,” Mangan explains. “A team of lawyers represent-
ing disgruntled law-school graduates has filed 15 lawsuits 
against law schools for allegedly publishing inflated data 
on the jobs and salaries of their graduates.”

“The lawyers recently announced plans to sue 20 more 
schools if they round up enough plaintiffs to pursue class-
action lawsuits, and to continue cranking out batches of 
suits every few months.”—MAK

This little piggy went…
“Apparently, Einstein went to heaven and learned there 
was a housing shortage. Saint Peter informed him that 
he would have to share a condominium with three other 
people. And Einstein said, ‘No, no. Wait a second. I want 
to interview these people before I commit to spend infin-
ity with them.’

“So, Einstein asked the first one, ‘What is your IQ?’And 
he said, ‘145.’ So, Einstein said, ‘Well, that’s fine. I’d be 
delighted to be one of your roommates. We can discuss 
nuclear physics, we can discuss relativity theory and so 
on.’ He asked the second one, ‘What is your IQ?’ The 
second said, ‘Well, it’s 120.’ And Einstein thought about 
it for awhile, then said, ‘Well, we can talk about literature. 
You probably know some foreign languages, you know 
some foreign literature, so we can discuss that.’ Then he 
asked the final one, ‘What is your IQ?’ and the final one 
said, ’85.’ Einstein though about this for a long time and 
said, ‘How did the market do today?’”—Georgetown pro-
fessor George Viksnins.
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SQUEAKY CHALK
by Deborah Lambert

CAMPAIGN SCHOOL?
School is full of surprises these days, but we’ll bet 

that none of the 8th grade students at Liberty Middle 
School in Fairfax County Virginia knew that one of their 
assignments during this year’s presidential campaign 
would be to expose the shortcomings of GOP presidential 
candidates and send the results to the Obama campaign.

“This assignment was just creepy beyond belief,” 
said one frustrated father of one of the students, who 
compared it to “something out of East Germany during 
the Cold War,” according to the Daily Caller.

The assignment took place in a Civics Honors class, 
and called for students to “research the backgrounds and 
positions of each of the GOP candidates and prepare 
strategy papers to “exploit those weaknesses before 
sending the suggestions to the Obama campaign.”

Liberty teacher Michael Denman, who first 
announced the assignment in January, 2012, picked 
two students to “write the attack strategy paper and two 
others to locate an individual inside the Obama campaign 
to whom they could send the information.”

When students discovered what was being asked of 
them, they were confused about why this was happening.

But some of their parents were outraged to discover 
that the school would ”so blatantly politicize the 
curriculum of a middle school classroom,” especially since 
there was not a similar assignment to research and report 
on the background and positions of President Obama.

“John Torre, a spokesman for the Fairfax County 
Public School System, insisted that students were never 
instructed to actually send their results to the Obama 
campaign.” In fact, all they were asked to do is “find the 
office that would receive such information.”

Although school principal Catherine Cipperly 
refused to comment about the incident, she apparently 
had discussed the situation with Denman, and suggested 
that the students in his class should have been able to 
research candidates from either party for this project.

Meanwhile, the frustrated father stated that although 
he had “no personal animosity toward the teacher,” 

perhaps it would be better to “leave politics out of the 
classroom,” and teach “children to listen to all sides and 
think for themselves.”



GOP AGAINST HIGHER ED?
One thing you can always count on is for liberals to 

change the words that are quoted in the press in order to 
diminish and demean their adversaries.

One of their recent put-downs occurred after GOP 
presidential candidate Rick Santorum referred to “colleges 
as ‘indoctrination mills,’ and “Mitt Romney told high-
school seniors to shop around for low college tuition and 
not to count on government help.”

According to John Leo, there are numerous 
concerned Americans who would jump for joy if they 
actually believed that GOP supporters were taking a stand 
against the outrageous situation in higher education today 
instead of yawning on the sidelines, and echoing the angst 
of bystanders who take it for granted that someone else is 
going to step in and solve the problem.

Meanwhile, academics like associate professor James 
Kwak hurl accusations,saying that the “GOP elites are 
determined to “maximize wealth for themselves and their 
grandchildren by cutting their own taxes… letting public 
education deteriorate, and either hiring workers overseas 
of investing in overseas assets.”

Really?  Is that the most critical piece of analysis that 
an associate prof can throw at today’s faculty members? It 
seems quite shallow and not at all on point, compared to 
a fundraising letter by National Association of Scholars 
president Peter Wood, who pointed to the fact that 
“liberal authorities stifle dissent from politically correct 
orthodoxies and litter the curriculum with ridiculous 
courses in faddish subjects.”

In John Leo’s mind, it’s difficult to understand how 
an academic like Professor Kwak can function in the real 
world and be unaware of the rampant cost inflation and 
the constant pressure on students to adhere to the campus 
political codes. Kwak’s school was among the first to ban 
inappropriately directed laughter.”
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continued from page 4

“If rigorously applied, it would have made watching South Park a grave campus offense.”



UNIONS VS. SCOTT WALKER
While the Wisconsin union thugocracy is using Alinsky tactics to mastermind its recall campaign against Governor 

Scott Walker, the real news is how much Governor Walker was able to get accomplished with the funds he had. 

“Facing a $3 billion budget deficit, Walker cut state school spending by $555 per student, advocating the collective 
bargaining restriction as a door to balanced budgets for districts that had to then cover their own shortfall.”

“Act 10, the controversial law passed in 2011, limits most pubic sector collective bargaining to salaries, not 
benefits, and caps public employees’ annual raises at the rate of inflation.”

Word has it that “Act 10, or at least some form of it, was desperately needed,” according to a report which noted 
that “collective bargaining is outdated.  Things that made sense 20 or 30 years ago no longer make sense.”

The total money saved by the top ten school districts was $85.6 million, which shaved a good bit off that $3 
million state deficit.  

Since Gov. Walker’s reforms have done so well during the first year they were in place, it’s not surprising that, 
according to Sal Russo of the Tea Party Express, the Wisconsin Education Association Council (WEAC) has been 
hiding survey data showing how well the programs are working.

Considering that the results showed an increase in the number of small classes, no teacher layoffs, all extracurricular 
activities remained in place, along with music and art classes, you can’t blame them for wanting to hide the effectiveness 
of Walker’s programs.
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P.C. MANIA
Was it spring fever that inspired the educrats from 

the New York City School System to unleash a new wave 
of rulings – and then pull them back a couple of days 
later?  

This newly cancelled mandate required that city-
issued tests must not include the following words or 
terms; “dinosaurs,” “birthdays,” “Halloween,” and a raft 
of other words for fear that the mere mention of these 
words “could evoke unpleasant emotions in the students,” 
according to the N.Y. Post. 

“Words that suggest wealth are excluded because 
they could make kids jealous. Poverty is likewise on the 
forbidden list. Also banned are references to divorces and 
diseases, because kids taking the tests may have relatives 
who split from spouses or are ill.”

As you might expect, the rationale for this madness 
was as ludicrous as the ruling itself.

“After reconsidering our message to test publishers 
and the reaction from parents, we will revise our guidance 
and eliminate the list of words to avoid on tests,” New 
York Chief Academic Officer Shael Polakow-Suransky 
said in a statement.

“We will continue to advise companies to be 
sensitive to student backgrounds and avoid unnecessary 
distractions that could invalidate test scores and give an 
inaccurate assessment of how students are doing,” the 
statement continued.



UNDERSTANDING OBAMA
What could be more fulfilling than to have a course 

about your life taught at one of America’s most prestigious 
universities, by one of your closest friends?

That is exactly what’s happening this semester at 
Harvard University, where the president’s longtime 
mentor Charles Ogletree will teach a course on his friend, 
which focuses on how race and religion have impacted 
him as a leader, according to The Blaze.

Ogletree noted that “We will explore his views as a 

biracial child, his time as a student at Harvard Law School, 
the successes and failures of his political campaigns, and 
the way religion and his views on faith nearly derailed 
his campaign. Finally, time will be spent analyzing the 
challenges he faces as President of the United States in 
establishing both his domestic and global policies.”

One Harvard Law student told the DC, “Everyone 
knows Professor Ogletree is an uncritical admirer of 
the president. To me, this looks like course credit for 
participating in an Obama fan club.”

“Ogletree, you may remember, is the professor seen 
in the recent Breitbart.com video saying he and others 
‘hid’ the video of Obama giving a glowing introduction 
of controversial Prof. Derrick Bell.”



DIVERSITY RUN WILD
In the beginning, “diversity” was viewed as a term 

that denoted a high-minded devotion to inclusion and 
tolerance for other points of view.

But a recent column by author/commentator 
Michael Barone faced today’s heightened diversity issues 
head-on by tackling “the hypocrisy of colleges that are 
running huge deficits but still manage to spend millions 
creating useless, highly-paid positions such as the new 
‘vice chancellor for equity, diversity and inclusion’ at UC 
San Diego.”

Nothing like a university to waste money in the 
name of melanin-obsessed multiculturalism?

What if colleges actually spent their budgets on 
education, rather than indoctrination?

Here’s where we stand:

“At many schools registered Democrats outnumber 
registered Republicans on the faculty by ratios of 10 to 
1, or even 20 to 1. That tells you that they aren’t really 
interested in diversity of ideas at all. Diversity, at most 
colleges, is a mere code word for racial quotas, or sexual 
orientation agendas, and making sure as many students 
as possible turn into voting liberals by the time they 
graduate.”



Spring had barely sprung on the campus of Mississippi 
State University this year when some 400 pairs of high 
heels were heard clicking around the campus, according 
to mensactivism.org. They belonged to Mississippi State 
men, who were pressured to walk around campus wearing 
high heels as part of a rape awareness event, “funded by 
a $300,000 grant to the university under the Violence 
against Women Act.”

Fortunately, there were only four rapes on this campus 
from 2005 to 2010 – hardly an epidemic. Nevertheless, 
the grant money was used to flood the campus with 
preventive education information. In the campus 
bathrooms, for example, were flyers bearing the message 
that: “One in four women will be raped in their lifetime,” 
a much-repeated statistic of doubtful authenticity.

The annual routine of the men clickety clacking around 
in high heels for Rape Awareness Week is not unique to 
Mississippi State. It is replicated on campuses every spring 
from Hawaii to Wisconsin.

At Mississippi State, attendance at the event is practically 
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mandatory. “The campus Intra Fraternity Council 
issued a Standards Requirement mandating at least 80% 
participation. Non-participants face revocation of their 
individual privileges and possible termination of their 
fraternity’s charter.”

It turns out that Rape Awareness Week is part of a 
massive national re-education program, which broadcasts 
the claim that “women are more likely to be victims of 
non-lethal partner violence than men.” This contradicts 
the latest CDC figures, which showed “a 6.5% male 
victimization rate compared to 6.3% for women.”

At least one courageous blogger at falserapesociety.com 
strays from the politically correct mantra on rape and gets 
to the heart of the problem, noting that “If we want to 
curb sexual assault, we need to teach our young people the 
truth, but the truth doesn’t jibe with the current narrative 
that holds only one gender responsible for stopping it.”

“We need to teach both young men and young women 
that the alcohol-fueled hook-up culture is a disaster for 
too many young people,” she continues. “Unfortunately, 
the prevailing feminist mantra is for young women to 
‘party like the guys,’ without bothering to go any further.”

However, the fact is that women experience much greater 
after-the-fact regret than men do. “Sometimes feelings 
of regret are translated into feelings of ‘being used,’ and 
sometimes feelings of ‘being used’ are misinterpreted or 
purposefully misconstrued as ‘rape.’”

Deborah Lambert writes the Squeaky Chalk column for 
Accuracy in Academia.

WALK A MILE IN HER SHOES
By: Deborah Lambert  
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You can order your copy of The REAL MLA Stylebook using the coupon 
below or order online at the AIM store: www.ShopAIM.org 

Accuracy in Academia|4455 Connecticut Ave., NW| Suite 330 | Washington, DC 20008

      

I would like to order a copy of The REAL MLA Stylebook:
Single copy $6.95 shipping included
Name:______________________________________________
Address:____________________________________________
City:______________________State:________Zip:__________
Email:__________________

To show what college and university English Departments are really teaching, Accuracy in Academia 
compiled The REAL MLA Stylebook, filled with quotes from a recent convention of the Modern Language 
Association (MLA) where thousands of English professors gather to push their politically correct, 
radical agenda. Outsiders who attend this event expecting to learn more about Chaucer, Milton and 
Shakespeare are in for a rude awakening when they discover that panels are more likely to focus on topics 
such as “Marxism and Globalization;”  “What’s the Matter with Whiteness,” and “Queering Faulkner.”  
 

This book is must-reading for anyone interested in learning more about the mindset of faculty members 
who are tasked with teaching the great works of the English language to our nation’s students. 

The REAL MLA Stylebook


