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TALE OF TWO 
COMMENCEMENTS
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By: Malcolm A. Kline  

Georgetown and Catholic University both 
invited famous Catholics to speak on campus. 
Guess which lecturer represented the Church?

Georgetown, a Jesuit university which refuses to provide contraceptive coverage in accordance with its catholic 
designation, invited as a speaker the federal official who is most determined to make them do so—U. S. 
Secretary of Health and Human Services Kathleen Sebelius.

“Secretary Sebelius is not speaking at Georgetown’s commencement,” Georgetown spokesman Rachel Pugh said in 
an email to The Cardinal Newman Society (CNS). “She is speaking at Georgetown Public Policy Institute’s annual 
student and faculty awards event.”

“The nation’s oldest Catholic and Jesuit university has chosen to honor Sebelius by granting her a prestigious platform 
at its Public Policy Institute commencement ceremony, despite her role as the lead architect of a healthcare mandate 
that will force Catholic institutions to pay for contraception, abortifacients and sterilization against their religious 
beliefs,” the CNS had stated.

(By the way, “Over 100,000 organizations opposed this mandate when it was announced in August, and Colorado 
Christian University, an Evangelical university, has joined the Becket Fund in their lawsuits against this mandate,” the 
self-same Becket Fund for Religious Liberty states. “If the First Amendment means anything, it means the government 
can’t force religious institutions to violate their conscience.”)

“Secretary Sebelius deserves civility and respect as the appointed Secretary of our government Department of Health 
and Human Services,” a letter to Georgetown from Catholic Vote.org avers. “She does not, however, deserve a platform 
or place of honor at a prominent Catholic institution commencement ceremony.”

(Full disclosure: Your correspondent signed onto this letter as a concerned Catholic citizen.)

“The Catholic community and Catholic institutions should not honor those who act in defiance of our fundamental 
moral principles,” the U.S. bishops’ 2004 instruction on “Catholics in Political Life” states. “They should not be given 
awards, honors or platforms which would suggest support for their actions.”
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Dear Reader,

We have chosen to feature Georgetown in this issue because it is at the 
center of the controversy over the Obama Administration’s controversial health 
care mandate, which forces religious institutions, including Catholic ones, to 
provide abortifacients, sterilization and contraceptives on demand. Typically, 
Georgetown reacted to the crisis pragmatically. 

On the one hand, the Jesuit university is maintaining its insurance policies 
as is. On the other, the university featured the government official promoting 
the troublesome regulation—Kathleen Sebelius—as a speaker during 
commencement exercises.  It brings to mind the lyrics of the Bob Dylan song, 
“You’re going to have to serve somebody”: “It may be the devil or it may be the 
Lord, but you’re going to have to serve somebody.” As well, it evokes memories 
of Wordsworth: “The world is too much with us late and soon.” 

Catholic universities are frequently located on urban real estate, yet 
their task is to pass on the wisdom of the ancients. For about a half a century, 
the nation’s oldest Catholic universities have wracked their brains on how 
to do so. The resulting curricula from their brainstorming sessions is barely 
distinguishable from the multitude of “studies” available at public universities, 
even Berkeley. Moreover, pro-choice abortion advocates make frequent 
appearances on Catholic campuses. 

Nevertheless, there is one omen, to mix a spiritual metaphor, which 
indicates that the pendulum may be swinging in the other direction. Notre 
Dame, which, as we’ve reported in these pages in previous issues, led the way 
among Catholic universities declaring independence from the Vatican, is 
now joining a lawsuit against the Obama Administration over its health care 
regulations. 

Stay tuned. We’ll keep you posted. Thank you for your support.
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Students, faculty, and the administration at Georgetown University have missed 
two opportunities to fully embrace their Catholic identity— and we’re just 
talking this semester. This institution of higher education has proven that it 

truly is a school that is Catholic in name only – something sad to say considering it is 
a school of distinction and happens to be the oldest Catholic and Jesuit university in 
the United States.

On April 26, 2012, Georgetown hosted Rep. Paul Ryan, R-Wisc., Chairman of the 
House Budget Committee, as he spoke on “America’s Enduring Promise.” As the man 
behind the House budget proposal, “The Path to Prosperity,” Ryan has received some 
criticism for his budget proposal from Catholics. Some bishops in the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops have come out in opposition to Ryan’s budget because 
it allegedly cuts food stamps and aid to illegal immigrants.

Ryan has acknowledged their concern but says he must follow the law and not give tax credits to those who are in the 
United States illegally. 

Prior to appearing on Georgetown’s campus, 80 of the University’s fellows and professors signed a letter challenging 
Ryan’s understanding of his faith. This action shouldn’t come as a surprise. These members of Georgetown’s faculty 
were quick to judge and in so doing, they failed to do their own research. Ryan has consistently argued in favor of his 
budget and has done so as a man of faith.

National Review gets at the crux of Ryan’s defense. The Budget Committee Chairman explained continued on page 4
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continued from page 1

“Sebelius was sworn in as the 21st secretary of the 
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) in 
2009,” Georgetown’s announcement of her talk reads. 
“Since taking office, she has led efforts to improve America’s 
health and enhance the delivery of human services to some 

of the nation’s most vulnerable populations, including 
young children, those with disabilities and the elderly.” 
Note that they don’t mention the unborn.

“As part of the historic Affordable Care Act, she is 
implementing reforms she says have ended many of the 
insurance industry’s most discriminatory practices and 
will help 34 million uninsured Americans get health 
coverage,” Georgetown claims. “She is also working with 
doctors, nurses, hospital leaders, employers and patients 
to implement policies aimed at slowing the growth of 
health care costs.” 

Meanwhile, across town, the other Catholic university 
in Washington, D. C., appropriately named Catholic 
University, invited as its commencement speaker the man 
who has galvanized the Catholic Bishops into opposing 
the health care mandate— Cardinal Timothy M..Dolan, 
Archbishop of New York.

GEORGETOWN STRIKES OUT TWICE
By Jocelyn Grecko
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to the magazine that he wants to “combine the virtues 
and principles of solidarity, which stress the benefits of 
the common good, with subsidiarity.” To him, the debt 
crisis, “demands an effective solution, but that doesn’t 
directly correlate with enlarging the federal government 
or raising taxes.” The principle of subsidiarity, long held 
as a Catholic outlook, means that where government 
action is required, that level of government that is closest 
to the problem is the one best suited to address it.

National Review states, “He [Ryan] doesn’t want to cede 
that argument to liberals, especially those within his own 
faith community.” Ryan stressed the fact that he does 
understand the Catholic faith and the social doctrine 
that comes along with it. He sees the need for solidarity 
and wants to benefit the 
common good.

“To me, those two principles 
are interconnected… I think 
a lot of folks have been 
selective in advocating some 
parts of the teaching,” Ryan 
explained in his interview.

He even went on to share 
that he has reflected on 
Light of the World, a book-
length interview with Pope 
Benedict XVI. Ryan said he 
thinks Catholics can learn 
from what the Pope says. He thinks it can serve as an 
example of how the Catholic Church takes the global 
debt problem seriously.

Ryan told National Review that if we don’t address the 
problems, what will happen is something the Pope has 
warned against. We will “live at the expense of future 
generations.”

But apparently Ryan’s consultation isn’t enough for the 
Jesuit University or its group of faculty members and 
students who have aligned with the self-proclaimed 
atheist-George Soros-funded Catholics United. When 
Ryan appeared at Georgetown last week nearly 30 students 
and others in association with Catholics United picketed 
outside during his speech. They claimed that he is trying 

to balance a budget “on the backs of the poor.” The Left 
has been trotting that slogan out since the Reagan years. 
It wasn’t true then either.

One student said, “This is a wonderful opportunity for 
Catholics… because in many ways American politics has 
divided us on every issue, except for this one.” Apparently, 
to them, 15 trillion dollars in debt at the expense of future 
generations is a good thing. The student later went on to 
say that he wasn’t an analyst but he was outside protesting 
Ryan, “out of obedience to the Catholic Church.”

This student’s “obedience” is interesting considering that 
this is the same University that gave us Sandra Fluke. We 
all know how “obedient” she was to the Catholic Church 

in her call for contraception.

Let’s rewind: In March, 
Fluke, a law student at the 
University, grabbed the 
media’s attention when she 
testified before Congress in 
defense of the Health and 
Human Services individual 
mandate that would compel 
private Catholic institutions 
to disregard something 
their faith teaches is wrong. 
Fluke was advocating for 
birth control and believes 
Georgetown should comply 

with the mandate. She was asking for university insurance 
for personal contraceptive use. After her testimony, 
Fluke became the poster child not just for Georgetown 
students but for female Catholic college students around 
the country. This was Georgetown’s finest – one arguing 
against a tenet of the Church. Fluke was and is a poor 
representation of a woman of faith working toward 
success.

So, at the end of the semester at Georgetown, what do 
they have to be thankful for? Two missed opportunities 
to let their faith shine and represent themselves as an 
institution rooted in both faith and reason. This is the 
goal, after all, of Catholic universities—to prepare men 

continued from page 3

The Face of Georgetown?
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and women and ground them in the tools they need to be 
successful in the world— especially when it comes to the 
sharing of faith. Georgetown’s motto is “Utraque Unum” 
which translates “both into one.” It seems as though the 
University has failed in this motto to integrate faith and 
reason healthily.

Instead, this semester Georgetown proved to us that 
they are committed to an agenda that refuses to see the 
Catholic faith as it is intended. The University promoted 
freedom to have contraceptives instead of freedom of 
conscience. They promoted Catholics United instead of 
Catholic compassion.

Paul Ryan is far from being a saint, as most of us are. 
However, we should be thankful that a leader in the public 
arena is professing his faith and using it as a lay person 
called to service. This is something Church documents 
like Christifideles Laici invite and insist Catholics do. 
Georgetown overlooked that and they have missed the 
boat one again.

Jocelyn Grecko was recently an intern at the American 
Journalism Center, a training program run by Accuracy 
in Media and Accuracy in Academia. Jocelyn has spent the 
past four years in the nation’s capital as a Media Studies 
undergraduate student at The Catholic University of 
America. She graduated in May 2012.

GEORGETOWN'S BIG TENT
Tolerance of Catholic tradition may be in 

short supply at Jesuit Georgetown, but other 
denominations might find more of a big tent 

there, even the more extreme elements of these “other 
faith traditions.” “The Islamic Society of North America 
and Georgetown University’s Prince Alwaleed Bin Talal 
Center for Muslim-Christian Understanding are pleased 
to present a Symposium on Religious Freedom and the 
Rights of Minorities in Islam,” Georgetown announced 
in describing the event on May 14, 2012. “American 
scholars and academics of Islam will discuss the historical 
legacy of religious minorities in Muslim-majority societies, 
and how concepts of pluralism and minority rights can 
be examined in a contemporary context, particularly 
following the dramatic developments of the Arab Spring.”

“The Islamic Society of North America and Muslim 
leaders worldwide are currently working to promote 
a mechanism for developing Islamic standards and 
protocols on religious freedom and the role of religious 
minorities in the Muslim world.” The head of ISNA, 
Imam Mohamed Magid presided over the day-long 
symposium with Georgetown’s own John Esposito.

ISNA was named as an unindicted co-conspirator in 
the U. S. Justice Department’s successful prosecution of 
the HolyLand Foundation terrorist front. As for Imam 
Magid, he also directs the Adams Center mosque in 

Northern Virginia.

Recently, he got an 
interesting letter from 
his congressional 
representative. “I was 
disappointed to learn 
that the ADAMS Center 
listserv had been used to 
encourage members of 
your congregation to sign 
on to an online petition 
that features slanderous 
information about Dr. Zuhdi Jasser, president and 
founder of the American Islamic Forum for Democracy 
and a recent appointee to the U.S. Commission on 
International Religious Freedom (USCIRF),” U. S. Rep. 
Frank Wolf, R-VA, wrote in a letter to Magid. “Dr. Jasser, 
a patriotic American Muslim who proudly served his 
country for 11 years as a medical officer in the U. S. Navy, 
is a first generation American Muslim whose parents fled 
the oppressive Baath regime of Syria in the 1960s.”

“Dr. Jasser is a prolific writer and commentator. He 
has been a Muslim representative on Arizona’s largest 
interfaith board of directors. He is routinely called upon 
to brief Congress. He has lectured on Islam to deploying 
officers at the Joint Forces Staff College at Fort Benning 
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and was chosen to be part of a select group of Muslim 
leaders that briefed Admiral Mike Mullen on the ‘Contest 
of Ideas with the Muslim World.’”

“Sadly, because Dr. Jasser has dared to engage in this 
‘contest of ideas,’ he has endured repeated personal 
attacks.”

SQUEAKY CHALK
by Deborah Lambert

  ANIMAL HOUSE?
When Emory University Law School students needed 

to wind down during the recent exam week, they headed 
over to the school counseling center to roll around on the 
floor with a furry ball, according to the Atlanta Journal 
Constitution. 

Actually two furry balls  . . . named Hooch and 
Stanley – golden retriever pups that are part of a growing 
movement to bring dogs on campus to help stressed out 
students cope with the rigors of year end exams.

It seems to be working. School librarians report that 
even the most uptight students who never crack a smile 
can’t resist acting like a kid when interacting with a joy-
filled pooch rolling around on the floor.

While none of these therapy dogs have degrees, they 
provide students with a few minutes to wind down and 
lose the stress – precious down time that might boost 
their test grades another 20 points.

At Emory, the dogs are supplied by a non-profit 
organization that employs six dogs per day, working in 
two-hour shifts.

For those who want to check out a pet, you don’t 
even need a library card. Both Harvard and Yale Medical 
Schools have “resident therapy dogs in their libraries that 
can be borrowed through the card catalog just like a book

But it’s more difficult to make an appointment 
with some dogs than others. In fact, “Harvard Medical 
School’s resident shih tzu Cooper, holds regular office 
hours. Cooper, who sports a crimson scarf with paw 
prints on it, is so popular that undergraduate students 
have been petitioning for him to spend time on their side 
of campus. Many of them take the shuttle across the river 
to the medical school just to visit the pup on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays.”



ART’S DAY OFF?
It doesn’t take much to get people up in arms these 

days
For example, a dispute has suddenly erupted at a 

Rhode Island high school when someone painted over a 
mural that depicts Man’s evolution from childhood into 
adulthood, showing the last sketch as the man married 
with a child. Unfortunately, some people felt this scene 
did not accurately depict “the life experiences of many 
students at Pilgrim High School,” according to a news 
release.

Lisa Bierenday, the 17-year-old artist, told WPRI 
Radio recently that “she thinks it’s her depiction of 
wedding rings that has stirred the controversy, and that 
some may feel the mural has religious undertones. She 
told Eyewitness News she is upset with the changes made 
to her design, but is willing to work with the school.”

School Superintendent Peter  Horoschak suggested 
that in this case, the student’s ideas should be respected 
and suggested the student artist’s ideas be respected 
and that she be allowed to finish the mural as she had 
originally visualized it.


  THE STUDY ABROAD SCAM

Study Abroad programs are all the rage these days, 
and attract even more attention to the school’s website 



than fancy climbing walls or chic housing digs.
But what does “ study abroad” really mean? Common 

sense Ohio University economist Dr. Richard Vedder sees 
the programs as little more than a way to goof off and 
fool your future boss. In fact, “financial racket” is the 
term that Dr. Vedder finds most appropriate to describe 
this credential that is now a staple on most graduates 
resumes’ that employers expect to see.

The reason that Study Abroad programs are booming 
is simple, says Vedder, who along with his wife, has led 
such tours for more than 40 years. After all what students 
wouldn’t jump at the chance to spend six months away 
from the prying eyes of parents and school officials, 
soaking up the culture and drinking like fish.


 FREE SPEECH NO LONGER FREE

Perhaps it was destined to happen – perhaps America’s 
liberal arts colleges and universities where freedom of 
inquiry should reign supreme, had to be the battleground 
for this war of words. 

 Whatever the reason, a list of the “12 Worst 
Colleges for Free Speech in 2012” has just been released 
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by FIRE (Foundation for Individual Rights).” Sadly, it 
reveals that these “colleges and universities have deeply 
violated the principles that are supposed to animate 
higher education,” said FIRE President Greg Lukianoff.

 The list includes the following schools: University 
of Cincinnati; Syracuse University, Widener University; 
Harvard University; Yale University; St. Augustine’s 
College; Michigan State University; Colorado College; 
Johns Hopkins University; Tufts University; Bucknell 
University; Brandeis University

Schools were chosen to appear on this list because 
they “severely violated the speech rights of students, 
faculty members or both.”

It goes without saying that this list is the equivalent of 
the highest form of dishonors award that a school can get.

For example, the reason that the U. of Cincinnati 
is #1 on the list is that it has limited “free speech zones 
for certain kinds of speech to just 0.1 percent of the 
school’s 137-acre campus.” It’s not surprising that the 
school is now the target of a “federal civil rights lawsuit 
that threatens students with criminal prosecution for 
violations.” Because of the school’s iron grip, students 
are not even allowed to “walk around to gather petition 
signatures outside the zone.”

Then there’s the Syracuse University’s School of 
Education, which “expelled an education student who 
complained on his own Facebook page about a comment 
that he thought was racially insulting.”  The student’s 
reward for this disclosure?  He was required to undergo 
counseling and diversity training just to earn a chance of 
readmission.”



By: Deborah Lambert  
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I would like to order a copy of The REAL MLA Stylebook:
Single copy $6.95 shipping included
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To show what college and university English Departments are really teaching, Accuracy in Academia 
compiled The REAL MLA Stylebook, filled with quotes from a recent convention of the Modern Language 
Association (MLA) where thousands of English professors gather to push their politically correct, 
radical agenda. Outsiders who attend this event expecting to learn more about Chaucer, Milton and 
Shakespeare are in for a rude awakening when they discover that panels are more likely to focus on topics 
such as “Marxism and Globalization;”  “What’s the Matter with Whiteness,” and “Queering Faulkner.”  
 

This book is must-reading for anyone interested in learning more about the mindset of faculty members 
who are tasked with teaching the great works of the English language to our nation’s students. 
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