
Leave it to an academic to find intellectual underpinnings in the president’s dismissal of businessmen 
everywhere—those who start small businesses as well as those who preside over large ones.

“If you were successful, somebody along the line gave you some help,” President Obama said at the Roanoke fire 
station in Virginia on July 13, 2012. “There was a great teacher somewhere in your life.”

“Somebody helped to create this unbelievable American system that we have that allowed you to thrive. Somebody 
invested in roads and bridges. If you’ve got a business—you didn’t build that. Somebody else made that happen. 
The Internet didn’t get invented on its own. Government research created the Internet so that all the companies 
could make money off the Internet.”

“Even earlier, John Dewey explained—for what should have been for all time—the connectedness that Obama 
was trying to illustrate and that Romney was attempting to ignore,” Aaron Barlow wrote on the academe blog of 
the American Association of University Professors (AAUP). Barlow has taught at the New York City College of 
Technology (CUNY).

While we’re making connections, perhaps Dr. Barlow can explain:

•	 Which came first, the industry or the service?

•	 What happened in those communities where services were created in the hopes that industry would flock 
there, i. e., The Field of Dreams economy—“If you build it, they will come”?

•	 What was going on in Detroit, Pittsburgh, Bethlehem and Hershey before auto, steel and chocolate 
manufacturers set up shop there?

•	 What has been happening since they left? Billy Joel wrote a song about one of them. It goes like this: 
“Well we’re living here in Allentown and they’re closing all the factories down. Out in Bethlehem they’re 

“It is an affront to treat falsehood with complacence.”  Thomas Paine

CAMPUS REPORT
September 2012  |  Volume XXVII, number 9

IN SEARCH 
OF 

BUILDERS

continued on page 3

By: Malcolm A. Kline  

What difference do roads make when, 
there is nowhere to go?



A monthly newsletter published by  
Accuracy in Academia. 

Editor:  Malcolm A. Kline
Contributing Editor: Deborah 
Lambert

4455 Connecticut Ave, NW #330
Washington, DC  20008
202-364-3085 | www.academia.org

CAMPUS REPORT

2  CAMPUS REPORT September 2012 www.academia,org

NOW AVAILABLE
ORDER NOW

FROM AIA
FOR JUST $6.95

INCLUDING SHIPPING

All the best,

Mal Kline,
Executive Director

September, 2012

Dear Reader,

 Giving a presidential  campaign intellectual underpinnings is not 
what academia is supposed to be about. Yet particularly in the last decade or 
so, academics have increasingly devoted themselves to this enterprise.

 Thus, at Accuracy in Academia, we find ourselves covering 
presidential campaigns even though such an exercise would seem to be 
far off of our beat. Policy prescriptions from the Ivory Tower are dubious 
enough: Arguably this is the point of origin of some of our worst policies. 

 Even more alarming are the efforts to give personal attacks, 
especially those not grounded in fact, a scholarly veneer. For example, in 
2008, we covered a professor who claimed that because Sarah Palin had 
an Amniocentesis pre-natal test before giving birth for the last time, taking 
the test proved she was thinking about having an abortion. No it doesn’t. 
Gynecologists insist that women over 40 who are pregnant take one. 

 Pointing this out in no way meant that we were endorsing Mrs. 
Palin’s candidacy for anything. Questioning the accuracy of what professors 
say is what we do. We do it so you can have an independent report of what 
is happening in academia. We could not, in turn, do this work without your 
help, for which we are most grateful. 



Green Jobs-Great Pumpkin

Just in time for Halloween: universities are already 
channeling Charlie Brown in eager anticipation of 
their own Great Pumpkin—green jobs. “There is 
a growing demand for graduates with an expertise 
in environmental and sustainability issues as sus-
tainability becomes more integrated within the 
strategies and operations of employers,” George 
Washington University geography professor Lisa 
Benton-Sort wrote in an article which appeared in 
The Washington Examiner on August 15, 2012. “In 
a recent survey of more than 1,300 business profes-
sionals conducted by the National Environmental 
Education Foundation, 65 perent of respondents 
identified environmental and sustainability knowl-
edge as valuable, especially in new hires.”

One wonders  if any of the survey respondents 
worked at that one-time source of thousands of 
green jobs—Solyndra received half a billion dollars 
in taxpayer funded federal loans before going bank-
rupt and laying off 1,000 employees.—MAK
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continued from page 1

killing time, filling out forms, standing in line.”

•	 Which came first, the university or the industry 
that gave it seed money?

Below are his answers:

•	 If you look at American history, you will see 
that the road, the dredged river channel, the 
canal, and the railroad made way for industry. 
All of these were subsidized by government. 
First, of course, was the ship on the ocean… 
paid for by government and, later, by religious 
organizations. Private business came on their 
heels.

•	 The same things happen to the vast majority of 
start-ups. Failure is a major part of business (as 
I know, having seen businesses come and go, 
having created and run my own successful store 
and cafe for over a decade before becoming 
an academic and closing my store). Expecting 
government to be more successful, generally, 
than business makes no sense.

•	 If you look, in all of these cases, transportation 
and resource possibilities were in place before 
industry arrived.

•	 Isn’t this an argument for government safety nets 
and for recognition of the dangers of relying on 
industry? Things aren’t quite so simple as you 
would like to make them–situations can be seen 
in a number of ways.

•	 Yes, some universities began on industry money, 
but many more started through government or 
through religious institutions.

•	 Were you able to see that there were no WMDs 
in Iraq a decade ago? Was Henry Ford able to 
see the dangers of fascism? Does your failure 
to understand Iraq make everything else you 
say wrong? Does Henry Ford’s inability to 
understand world politics make his cars worse?

Dr. Barlow’s points are well taken and we thank him 
for his responses. Indeed, asking whether industry or 

infrastructure came first may be a modern variation on 
the chicken and egg question. Nevertheless, if industry 
is impossible without infrastructure, one wonders what 
difference roads make when there is nowhere to go.

As for Dewey, it is true that, as Paul Kengor points out 
in his book Dupes, Dewey signed onto a letter in 1933 
urging the U. S. to diplomatically recognize the Soviet 
Union at the same time that the U.S.S.R. announced 
its agriculture collectivization program. Still and all, 
Dewey had more than an inkling of what Stalin was up 
to on his first visit on Soviet soil and dismissed obvious 
warning signals.

“In spite of secret police, inquisitions, arrests and 
deportations of Nepmen and Kulaks [businessmen, 
industrialists and farmers], exiling of party opponents, 
including divergent elements in the party, life for the 
masses goes on with regularity, safety and decorum,” 
Dewey wrote in The New Republic.
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 Hershey, PA before and after the chocolate factory

Detroit before and after the auto industry.

Bethlehem, PA before and after the steel factory

Before and After
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Milton The Builder
 The man who created the chocolate bars all of 
us have at least tried might have been surprised to hear 
the president tell businessmen “You didn’t build that.” 
There was precious little that Milton S. Hershey (1857-
1945) was surrounded by in his native habitat that he 
didn’t build. 

 After several prolonged failures, Hershey 
became a millionaire in his 30s selling caramels. Then 
he sold that business and virtually invented chocolate. 
In so doing, he not only built the factory where they 
were made but also much of the town which surrounded 
it that still bears his name. 

 He also built:

•	 An orphanage;

•	 An amusement park;

•	 A community center; and

•	 The Hershey Arena.

 The latter two of these were constructed during 
the Great Depression, as was the Hershey Hotel, 
still standing more than 80 years later. “During the 
construction of the hotel, Hershey often ventured out 
to the job site (he was always at work before anyone 
else),” W. Greg Rothman wrote in a profile of Hershey 
which appeared in Cigar Aficianado in the Winter 
of 1996 and 1997. “On one occasion, the foreman 
approached Hershey and proudly reported that a newly 
acquired machine was doing the work of 40 men.” 

“Then get rid of it and get those men back,” 
Hershey said. Rothman also relates that Hershey 
“would often sit down with the Derry Township School 
District at year’s end and write a check to balance its 
books.” 

Not only did Milton Hershey build his business, 
but there is much in central Pennsylvania, where the 
town of Hershey sits, that would not exist if he never 
had.

by Malcolm A. Kline

The AJC is a joint project of Accuracy in Media and Accuracy in Academia 
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PENN STATE EX-PREZ AT “TOP 
SECRET” FEDERAL AGENCY

You and I must endure the indignities of the current 
recession that may even include being unemployed. But 
the College Fix reports that ex-Penn State president 
Graham Spanier, who resigned last fall amid the barrage 
of accusations in the school’s sex abuse scandal, simply 
graduated to a more comfortable turf, working for a “top 
secret” federal agency, according to his lawyer.

It’s not as if Spanier was untainted by events. But even 
though former FBI director Louis Freeh’s investigation 
turned up “evidence that Spanier helped cover up Jerry 
Sandusky’s crimes,” his own attorney conducted a “re-
review of his security clearance in light of his role in the 
Sandusky case,” which “reaffirmed his trustworthiness.” 

Does it matter that Spanier may have broken the law 
by “not reporting Sandusky’s abuse to law enforcement 
authorities?”  Does it matter that “Spanier may face 
criminal charges himself in the very near future?”

Time will tell – but at present American taxpayers are 
footing the bill while our government is entrusting issues 
of national security to someone who is severely deficient 
in the area of trust.

Is an investigation of the quality – and accuracy – of 
this country’s security clearance procedures in order? 



  LEFT VS. RIGHT

Those on the left side of the political spectrum are so 
overweighted at our nation’s campuses that you’d think 
they’d quietly enjoy their majority status, and leave their 
counterparts on the right alone.

But in a recent study of political diversity, psychologists 
Yoel Inbar and Joris Lammers reported that 

“many social and personality psychologists admit that 
they would discriminate against openly conservative 
colleagues.”

The survey questions “were so blatant that I thought 

we’d get a much lower rate of agreement,” noted Inbar, 
adding that questions usually have to be pretty tricky to 
get people to say they’d discriminate against minorities.”

More than one-third of respondents said they would 
definitely discriminate against a conservative job seeker.

And according to Harvey Mansfield, conservative 
government prof at Harvard, “conservatism 
just is not a respectable position to hold” in the 
academy, “where Republicans are caricatured as Fox 
News enthusiasts who listen to Rush Limbaugh.” 
Statistics back up Professor Mansfield’s views, showing 
that more than 80 percent of psychology faculty are 
Democrats while “5 to 7 percent of the faculty openly 
identify as Republicans.” Meanwhile, “20 percent 
of the general population is liberal and 40 percent is 
conservative.”

Most conservative faculty and students 
appear to hide their political identity, fearing 
negative consequences if they don’t do so. 
Last year, psychologist Jonathan Haidt addressed the 
situation he experienced during his student days at 
a meeting of the Society for Personality and Social 
Psychology. Haidt, whose recent book, The Righteous 
Mind, examines “the moral roots of political positions, 
asked the nearly 1,000 academics and students in the 
room to raise their hands if they were liberals. Nearly 80 
percent of the hands went up. When he asked whether 
there were any conservatives in the house, just three 
hands - 0.3 percent – went up.”



PROFESSOR’S ANTI-RYAN RANT 
When the critics started hurling invective at Mitt 

Romney’s new running mate back in August, some of the 
most outrageous comments came from – believe it or not 
– a college professor.

Shortly after the announcement, Florida Atlantic 
University (FAU)adjunct history professor Ronald 
Feinman let loose with a name calling blitz, saying that 
Mitt’s newly announced running mate was “arrogant, 

SQUEAKY CHALK
by Deborah Lambert

continued on page 7
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reckless, cocky, overly ideological, uncompromising and 
inflexible,” according to Campus Reform.

And that was just a warm-up.

“It is the promotion of arrogance, selfishness, greed, 
a mean spirited nature and false claims of promoting 
the so-called message of Jesus Christ as not caring about 
the sick, the poor, the disadvantaged,” the outraged prof 
continued.

“Feinman’s blog, titled ‘The Progressive Professor,’ is 
plastered with anti-conservative sentiment. The professor 
of history also describes himself as a ‘liberal and a 
progressive.’”

The professor, who recently wrote a book on the New 
Deal, also blasted Ryan for his lack of foreign policy 
experience and his fascination with the narrow-minded 
teachings of Ayn Rand.

Not surprisingly, ratemyprofessor.org included several 
comments from students, one of whom noted that 
Feinman was “very liberal and other views are not well 
respected in class,” adding that the professor “spends 
a good deal of class time bashing Bush and praising 
Obama.”



MARYLAND’S NEW DREAM TEAM

For the untold numbers of illegals in this country who 
yearn for a college degree of sorts, the state of Maryland is 
eager to oblige, according to Charlotte Allen in Minding 
the Campus.

“UCLA’s Center for Labor Research and Education 
and the union-subsidized National Labor College in 
Maryland have teamed up to establish “National Dream 
University” for the undocumented.” For a mere $65 per 
credit hour – as opposed to the $396 per credit hour 
that Californians pay for regular UCLA classes - illegal 
students can take a “limited program of six courses that 
add up to a one-year, 18 credit-hour certificate.”

For admission, students need to have a 2.7 grade-point-
average, which is far more relaxed than UCLA where “70 

percent of entering freshmen this fall have grade-point-
averages of 3.7 or higher.”

This unusual school also has a litmus test: “Unless your 
political views are sufficiently progressive, you won’t be 
admitted to NDU.” In fact the NDU website clearly states 
that all applicants must “demonstrate a commitment to 
immigrant/labor rights and social justice.”

When the program begins in January, 2013, “all six 
courses will be taught online, with mandatory visits to 
both the National Labor College and UCLA.” Course 
titles include the obvious ones like “Race, Gender and 
Sexuality, Class and U.S. Labor,” and others like it.

Also, the NDU website offers the undocumented 
“the opportunity to learn from influential Civil Rights 
leaders like Reverend James Lawson and Tom Hayden, 
immigrant youth movement leaders, and academics and 
scholars from across the country.”

An interesting aspect of this situation is the possibility 
that some NDU students may choose to transfer some or 
all of their credits to UCLA. In fact, UCLA administrators 
have already been trying to back off from “any implication 
that illegal immigrants can obtain University of California 
degrees at a lower total cost and via easier admissions 
standards than citizens and legal residents.”  

Despite the hue and cry over budget woes these days, 
California taxpayers might be picking up a substantial 
portion of the annual $2.6 million cost to educate 
the undocumented in Maryland – at a time when 
they can least afford it. Of course, there are already 
hefty union contributions pouring into the coffers 
of this cause, in addition to big bucks from the Ford 
Foundation and George Soros’s Open Society Institute.  
 While UCLA is trying to keep its distance from 
the situation, “it can’t escape responsibility for the fact 
that one of its own centers staffed by its own professors is 
offering advocacy courses to illegal immigrants chosen on 
the basis of political ideology, not academic merit.” 
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To show what college and university English Departments are really teaching, Accuracy in Academia 
compiled The REAL MLA Stylebook, filled with quotes from a recent convention of the Modern Language 
Association (MLA) where thousands of English professors gather to push their politically correct, 
radical agenda. Outsiders who attend this event expecting to learn more about Chaucer, Milton and 
Shakespeare are in for a rude awakening when they discover that panels are more likely to focus on topics 
such as “Marxism and Globalization;”  “What’s the Matter with Whiteness,” and “Queering Faulkner.”  
 

This book is must-reading for anyone interested in learning more about the mindset of faculty members 
who are tasked with teaching the great works of the English language to our nation’s students. 
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